
Concerts and Events
2010

SATURDAY 10 April at 7.30pm
FILM PREMIÈRE: A YEAR AT ST. MARY’S
Celebrate with us, as we enter our 26th year at St. Mary’s, with a glass of
wine and a viewing of an unusual presentation.  The film-maker and video
producer, BOB JENNER, has now produced a DVD with an excellent
and informative commentary spoken
by ROGER LINTON, Curator of St.
Mary’s.  A rare chance to look inside
the day-to-day workings of an historic
house open to the public.  The evening
also includes a unique audio-tape
interview recorded in 1978 with a
former owner of St. Mary’s, Miss
Dorothy Ellis.  Copies of the DVD
will be on sale.

With wine and canapés  £15

SATURDAY 8 May at 7.30pm
SPRING PIANO RECITAL
ROMAN RUDNYTSKY piano
During his spectacular career as an international concert pianist,
Roman has performed in 95 countries throughout the world and has,
in his phenomenal repertoire, some 45 works for piano and orchestra
as well as a formidable list of solo
works.  He gave the UK première
performance of the newly-
discovered Liszt Piano Concerto
No.3 in E flat and was the first
pianist in the world to celebrate
Chopin’s bi-centenary year with a
recital on New Year’s Day 2010.
His programme begins with one of
the Phantasiestucke and includes
the magnificent and joyful work,
Carnaval by Schumann, whose
bicentenary we also celebrate in this recital. Other works include
Ravel’s Le Tombeau de Couperin and Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsody
No.15.

With wine and canapés £22.50

SATURDAY 19 June at 7.30pm
ALISON NEIL in ‘LIVING IN THE LIGHT’
Alison Neil’s latest one-woman show is the story of one of the most
prominent figures of medieval times, the remarkable Hildegard of
Bingen, 12th century musician, composer, playwright, artist,

visionary, theologian and healer.  Her
extraordinary talents were famed
throughout Europe.  Her music, some of
which we hear in Alison’s excellent play,
has even topped the Classic FM charts
850 years after it was written!  In her
time, she rose to an unheard-of position
for a woman – preaching in cathedrals,
giving advice to an Emperor and
criticising the Pope.  Her advanced
views on sex were (for a nun!) astonishingly frank, her writings on
medicine and her phenomenal knowledge of the workings of the
world outside the convent walls were unique.

With wine and canapés £22.50

SATURDAY 10 July at 7.30pm
CLASSIC RHYTHM
This brilliant trio for flute, piano and percussion has been taking the
country’s concert circuit by storm in recent years.  The quality of their
musicianship and the unique blend of arresting instrumentation and
entrancing arrangements have received rapturous applause the length
and breadth of the British Isles and beyond.
The programme includes renderings of
favourite classical compositions: Handel’s
Arrival of the Queen of Sheba, a movement
from Haydn’s ‘Clock’ Symphony,
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite, Rimsky-
Korsakov’s Flight of the Bumble Bee and
other virtuoso pieces.  The whole
performance is presented with wit and
charm. The Musical Opinion review described the trio’s Purcell Room
recital as ‘remarkable...played with instinctive precision.’ 

With wine and canapés £22.50

SATURDAY 31 July at 3.00pm
ST. MARY’S TRADITIONAL PALM COURT TEA
SHELLEY VAN LOEN (violin) and her PALM COURT
PLAYERS 
Another popular afternoon with a real chance to recapture the pleasures
of time past with the musical masterpieces of Victorian and Edwardian
England. We recently spotted Shelley and her orchestra playing in an
Agatha Christie episode, one of several occasions when she has
appeared on BBC TV. Shelley and
her Palm Court Players have played
for ‘Friday Night is Music Night’,
and ‘Sunday Night Out’ on Classic
FM, and had the distinction of being
chosen to entertain invited guests at
the ceremonial opening of the
Channel Tunnel.  She has also played
at private concerts given for Her
Majesty the Queen. 

With traditional English afternoon tea   £25

FRIDAY 6 August at 7pm (gates open 6.00pm)
Prior to their Edinburgh Festival season
THE CANTERBURY TALES presented by
THE DISTRACTION THEATRE COMPANY
In the garden of St Mary’s House
A highly entertaining performance of the
bawdy tales of medieval poet Geoffrey
Chaucer. Set in a tavern in the middle ages
- but with a modern twist.  A mad miller,
a handsome scholar, a beautiful tart, an
East End bad boy, and a farmyard rooster,
Chanticleer, all weave a plot of betrayal,
lies and other naughtinesses.  Rewritten in
modern language using a combination of
original live music and well-known songs,
The Canterbury Tales will whisk you away to the wonderful world of
medieval mayhem. 
Wet or fine, bring a picnic and folding chair.  No rugs or
umbrellas, please!  Transparent kagouls with hood available at £1
An intelligent and zesty performance. Delightfully funny - Edinburgh
Festival Review
Highly recommended. Impressive. Ingenious comic twists - Buxton
Festival
Adults £15  Children £5 Family ticket £35 (2 adults and 2 children) 

✂Box Office: St. Mary’s House, Bramber,
West Sussex BN44 3WE
Tel: 01903 816205
Web: www.stmarysbramber.co.uk
email: concerts@stmarysbramber.co.uk

BOOKING FORM

NAME ......................................................................................

ADDRESS ................................................................................

...................................................................................................

..................................................POSTCODE............................

TEL…............................ email……..........................................

Performance Date No. of Price Total
tickets

A YEAR AT ST. MARY’S 10 Apr £15

ROMAN RUDNYTSKY 8 May £22.50

LIVING IN THE LIGHT 19 Jun £22.50

CLASSIC RHYTHM 10 Jul £22.50

PALM COURT TEA 31 Jul £25

CANTURBURY ADULT 6 Aug £15
TALES CHILD 6 Aug £5

FAMILY 6 Aug £35

POETRY GARDEN 21 Aug £20

COVENT GARDEN MINUET 4 Sep £25

NIGHT AT THE OPERA 18 Sep £25

PIANO FOR FOUR HANDS 2 Oct £22.50

ST MARY’S ON FILM 30 Oct £15

BAROQUE FANTASY 13 Nov £22.50

CRACKER (mat) 11 Dec £25

CRACKER (eve) 11 Dec £25

Cheques should be made payable to
ST. MARY’S BRAMBER TOTAL

Reservations may be made by post, telephone or via the
website. If you decide to leave your booking until nearer
the desired date, please telephone to check availability
before sending cheques.
Please enclose s.a.e. (1/3rd A4 long envelope).

EARLY BOOKING IS ADVISABLE

Doors open 30 mins before each performance.
Concerts are held in the Victorian Music Room.
Please note that seating is not numbered.
Please tick box if you wish your name to
remain on the mailing list for 2011.

SATURDAY 21 August at 3.00pm
IN THE ENGLISH POETRY GARDEN
GWYNETH POWELL and 
ALAN LEITH
A delightful afternoon of poetry and prose
in the English Poetry Garden at St. Mary’s,
which was founded by Peter Thorogood last
year. 
Gwyneth made her mark in television in the
long-running BBC series, Grange Hill. Her
other credits include Heartbeat, The Enigma
Files, A Touch of Frost, Father Brown, and
Emmerdale. Earlier this year she played the leading role in the much-
acclaimed performance of the comedy classic, Arsenic and Old Lace
at the Salisbury Playhouse. 
Alan Leith has appeared in major roles including Blood Brothers
(The Strand Theatre), Waiting for Godot (Royal National Theatre),
Pinter’s The Birthday Party and Shaw’s The Devil’s Disciple.

Recently he toured the Midlands with the
classic drama, The Holly and the Ivy.
After the readings (45 minutes), the
audience can view Peter Thorogood’s
current exhibition of poetry and enjoy a
wander in the Victorian ‘Secret’ Garden,
returning to the house for strawberry tea.
Dancing on the lawn by SOMPTING
VILLAGE MORRIS.  

With Strawberry Cream Tea   £20




